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People.
We care about people and 
communities, a passion that’s 
reflected in our commitment to 
safety, integrity and sustainability.

Planet.
We challenge ourselves and our 
partners every day to be better 
global citizens and protect the 
future of our planet.

Paint.
We keep pushing boundaries 
to develop pioneering paint 
solutions that make a world 
of difference.



Open Innovation via Paint the Future
Collaborations together with an increasing eco-system
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Creating value through collaborative innovation



Highly engaged people
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PTF = collaborative innovation

Startup challenges
Global (2x) – Brazil – China - India

MEMBERS

10.213
SUBMISSIONS

1204
SoMe REACH

231mln

Supplier challenges
2019-2021

INVITEES

127
SUBMISSIONS

214
SoMe REACH

157k

VIPcoat 2022 AkzoNobel | AvL 

Hacking the system
Collectively define and solve challenges to 

allow implementation of solutions

A networked value chain
Collectively achieve targets faster through 

collaborative innovation





SMART 
APPLICATION

How could your solution 
change or improve the way 

customers apply our 
products?

The job of painting can be difficult 
sometimes – we know! But what if it 

wasn’t? What if it was effortless, 
hassle-free and waste-free? We’re 

looking to make that dream a 
reality.







WHERE CAN YOU FIND 
MORE INFORMATION?

LETSPAINTTHEFUTURE.COM

LINKEDIN
PAINTTHEFUTURE

TWITTER
LETSPAINTFUTURE

FACEBOOK
LETSPAINTTHEFUTURE

YOUTUBE
AKZONOBEL – PAINT THE FUTURE

https://twitter.com/letspaintfuture
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2i5BUPLdoW8419E6AegIP0C8zZXksQfN
https://fb.me/LetsPaintTheFuture
http://www.letspaintthefuture.com/
http://www.letspaintthefuture.com/
http://www.letspaintthefuture.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/paint-the-future/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/paint-the-future/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/paint-the-future/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/paint-the-future/
https://twitter.com/letspaintfuture
https://twitter.com/letspaintfuture
https://fb.me/LetsPaintTheFuture
https://fb.me/LetsPaintTheFuture
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2i5BUPLdoW8419E6AegIP0C8zZXksQfN
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2i5BUPLdoW8419E6AegIP0C8zZXksQfN
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ACTIVE COOLING EFFECT with natural sunlight
• Ze ro im plem e n ta tion  & m a in ten a n c e
• A n ti-S tok es F lu oresc en c e  p a ten t tec h n olog y
• C ools 5 – 15 C  w ith  su n lig h t

W in n er P a in t th e  F u tu re  

G lob a l sta rtu p  c h a llen g e 20 22

SolCold



Turning paper trash into paint-
worthy treasure

We’re collaborating with Alucha on a technology that 
recovers calcium carbonate from paper sludge, which we 
can use to make paint. It’s a more sustainable, circular way 
to source this mineral. Alucha secured the partnership 
through our 2019 Paint the Future global startup challenge.
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http://advances.sciencemag.org/content/6/51/eabe0026 VIPcoat 2022 AkzoNobel | AvL 18

ARC-CBBC: Biobased raw material
New way to produce reactive biobased 
materials from furfural towards butanolide
• By using light and a bit of heat.
• Next is maleic anhydride or acrylic acid .
• And upscaling in flow process.

http://advances.sciencemag.org/content/6/51/eabe0026


Succesfactors
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In general
Media channels complete!
Enough and quick follow up assured
Protect IP rights of all parties

Consortia (PPP)
Enough innovation power to bring new ideas
Preferably a ‘running train’ somewhere
Options for feedback and steering
Enough leverage (subsidy and companies)
Find the mix of properly balanced partners
Blend New and more Applied Science
Properly focussed research topics

Startups
Prepare challenges to communicate
Fit with company strategy
Open communication lines
Added value from all partners
Avoid external lines around same subject
Demonstration day
Win Big or Fail Fast
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